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May 22 2020 
 
Hawaii Conference of Seventh-day Adventists Covid-19 Recommendations in the Reopening of 
Church Facilities (May 22, 2020) 
General Guidelines Before Re-Opening: 

• No physical contact should take place while on church property. 
• Develop a plan for sanitizing the church facility with a disinfectant product. 
• Remember that face masks are mandated by civil authorities. 
• Encourage “high risk” individuals to stay home and to enjoy the service online. 
• Consider removing chairs that cannot be sanitized on a regular basis. 
• Make sure your church has adequate hand sanitizer and tissues available. 
• Consider roping off every other row and other approaches to ensure physical distancing. 
• Communicate with your congregation through door posters, email, and social media. 
• Turn off drinking fountains. 
• Recommend 1 service per day. If more than one service, consider a minimum of 1 hour 

between services for thorough sanitation of touch surfaces, restrooms, and etc. 
• Meetings should be as short as possible. We recommend no longer than 90 minutes. Choose 

whether to have a worship service or a Sabbath School. 
• Remove toys, blankets, and other objects from the mother’s/parent’s room. Remember to 

sanitize this area each week. 
• Children’s Sabbath School activities are presently strongly discouraged. 
• Consider restarting small groups that meet during the week. 

Worship Services: 
• Maintain a six-foot physical distancing policy. Members from the same household can sit 

together. 
• Bulletins are discouraged. 
• We recommend refraining from singing in that this is a known way to spread the virus 

significantly. 
• Please do not pass the microphone on stage. One mic per person per service. 
• Do not pass the offering plate. Find alternate ways to return tithes/offerings; continue online 

giving. 
• Consider dismissing in an orderly way to ensure physical distancing. 

A/V Teams: 
• Clean microphones, headphones, computers, laptops, etc. after every use. Do not use water! 

Rubbing alcohol or alcohol-based cleaners are best. 
• No shared microphones. 1 person/1 program/1 microphone 
• Keep using online services. 

Greeters and other volunteer staff: 
• Train greeters on how to greet post-quarantine: NO hand shaking or hugs. 
• Ensure doors are propped open or have greeters hold them open. 
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• Seek to limit volunteers to those who are under 65 years old. 
General Information: 

• No food, drinks, snacks, potlucks or group meals should take place at this time. 
• The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends that children 2 years of age and under not 

wear face coverings. 
• Many may not be ready or able to attend so continued online services are encouraged. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE | Message from Hawaii Conference President 
April 3, 2020 

 
A CRISIS IS A TERRIBLE THING TO WASTE 
 
Dear Hawaii `Ohana, 
 
Perhaps you have heard this statement recently – “a crisis is a terrible thing to waste.”  
Typically it’s in the context of major organizations and companies who find themselves in 
the midst of a crisis and strategically choose to make changes and decisions which will 
ultimately make them better, more effective and efficient then they have ever been before. 
 
I would submit and suggest to you that there is a spiritual truth and application to that 
statement – “a crisis is a terrible thing to waste.”  Here is what I mean.  
 
There is a book written by Henry and Richard Blackaby and they make this poignant 
observation, which is very profound.  Consider carefully these words they write: 
 
“When Job entered a dark valley of tragedy, losing his children, his health, and everything 
he owned, that was not the time for him to hastily seek a closer relationship with Jesus so 
he would have strength for his trials.  During those tumultuous days either Job had a 
healthy relationship with God or he did not.  When it appeared Abraham would lose his only 
son, when Hannah desperately longed for a child but could not have one, and when 
David’s son rebelled against him, each of them sought comfort from God, and their vibrant 
relationship with him sustained them.”  (“Spiritual Leadership: Moving On To God’s 
Agenda”). 
 
Did you catch that?  This wasn’t the time to hastily seek a closer relationship with Jesus to 
have strength for the crisis. These biblical heroes were secure in the knowledge that they 
could trust God implicitly even during times of crisis.  Why?  Because day by day, week by 
week, month by month and even year by year this vibrate relationship with Jesus prepared 
and sustained them for whatever tragedy, trial or crisis they would face.    
 
And so here we are in 2020 and we find ourselves in the heartbeat of a crisis called 
COVID-19.  In the midst of this coronavirus crisis let’s not waste this opportunity to follow 
the examples of Job, Abraham, Hannah and David.  Let’s not look back someday and 
recognize we missed an amazing opportunity during the days and weeks of “shelter-in-
place” hunkered down at home.  What do I mean?   
 
Choose to do something bold that perhaps you have never done before. Make a 
commitment to journey with Jesus through scripture.  All of scripture.  And there is no better 
time to start than today in the midst of this crisis.   
There are all kinds of things occupying our time right now.  We’ve got books to read and 
television to watch and Internet and social media and the list goes on and on.  Nothing 
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wrong with that.  But, a crisis is a terrible thing to waste if we do all of this at the expense or 
exclusion of more time with Jesus in scripture.  Among all the things we can read and 
watch this must hold the highest place of prominence!   
 
The bible is what Jesus was referring to when He said, “the scriptures testify of me.”  It’s 
how we know what we know about Jesus.  Jesus often asked questions about people’s 
understanding of the scriptures, beginning with the words, “Have you not read...?“  He 
assumed that those claiming to be the people of God would have read the Word of God. 
And a case can be made that this question implies a familiarity with the entire Word of God.  
When Jesus said:  “Man shall not live by bread alone but by every word that proceeds from 
the mouth of God” (Matt 4:4), surely He intended for us to read “every word.”   
Look, you are not going to read the entire bible through during this “shelter-in-place” 
pandemic crisis.  But, you can choose to start the journey now and then look back someday 
knowing this crisis was not wasted.  If your heart desires a deeper and more personal 
relationship with Jesus then why not open its pages and let your prayer be, “God, show me 
Jesus.” 
 
Here is a simple proven plan … you can refer to it as the “2-1-1”.  Just read two chapters 
from the OT and one chapter from the NT and one Psalm.  And if you make that 
commitment everyday the day will come when you have journeyed all the way through with 
Jesus.   
 
It’s true, isn’t it?  A crisis is a terrible thing to waste.  And for sure that’s not going to happen 
with us.     
 
So, be of courage!  You are loved and valued and prayed for! 
 
Ralph S. Watts III 
President 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE | Message from Hawaii Conference President 
March 20, 2020 
 
A MESSAGE OF HOPE, COURAGE AND COMFORT 
 
Dear Hawaii `Ohana – 
 
Let me begin with a promise which brings such incredible hope in a world that seems to be spinning 
out-of-control in the midst of this COVID-19 pandemic.  At a time like this your heart and mine can 
resonate with the words of Jesus when he says – “so do not be afraid or anxious little flock … “ 
(Luke 12:32). 

What areas of fear was Jesus referring to when he expressed these words of comfort and hope?  
Why do we find ourselves struggling with fear? Jesus says clearly that we do, and that we don’t need 
to. In fact, as you read this 12th chapter of Luke you discover that Jesus points to at least three things 
we are prone to be anxious of. 

In verse 4 Jesus says, “I tell you, friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that have no 
more that they can do.”  He says that we are prone to fear death. 

In verse 11, “And when they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do 
not be anxious how or what you are to answer or what you are to say; for the Holy Spirit will teach 
you in that very hour what you ought to say.” So Jesus says we are prone to be anxious about 
knowing the right thing to say. 

In verse 22, “Therefore do not be anxious about your life, what you shall eat nor about your body, 
what you shall put on.” Jesus says that we are prone to worry about whether our basic physical needs 
will be met — food and drink and clothing and shelter. 

And then in verse 31 Jesus gives this incredible promise – “But seek the kingdom of God and all 
these things shall be added to you.”  It is no wonder in the same breath and next verse Jesus 
appeals, “so do not be afraid or anxious little flock …” (vs 32). 
 
How important it is for us to be reminded that God is still on His throne.  And the story of Scripture is 
the story of how God is more than able to provide for his people during times of crisis.   
 
It is no wonder Jesus assures us to not be afraid or anxious and that we can live lives full of comfort 
and hope even in the midst of crisis and uncertainty.  God has promised to provide for his people!     
 
"At all times and in all places, in all sorrows and in all afflictions, when the outlook seems dark 
and the future perplexing and we feel helpless and alone, the Comforter will be sent in answer 
to the prayer of faith. 
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Circumstances may separate us from every earthly friend; but no 
circumstance, no distance, can separate us from the heavenly Comforter. 
Wherever we are, wherever we go, He is always at our right hand to support, sustain, uphold, 
and cheer." (DA, 669, 670) 
 
Does the world seem dark and the future perplexing?  Do we feel helpless and alone?  Do the current 
circumstances of social distancing separate us from our earthly friends and family?  Then just 
remember and be reminded of this promise:  “Wherever we are, wherever we go, He (God) is always 
at our right hand to support, sustain, uphold, and cheer.”  Alleluia! 
 
Please know that you are being prayed for and that nothing takes God by surprise.  He already has in 
place a plan prepared to care for the flock Jesus gave His life for.  And don’t forget that we still have 
each other.  We are Ohana.  We can still fellowship as family, friends and church members through 
phone calls, texts, emails and social media.      
 
And we still belong to a church family who loves and cares for us.  I’ve been excited to hear the many 
different and creative ways our people are ministering to each other even while our churches are 
closed.  Don’t forget, a church is not a building but rather church is a people.  It’s all of us, committed 
to each other and to the God who has promised to always be with us.  
 
“Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your 
redemption draws near.” (Luke 21:28  
 
So, be of courage!  You are loved and valued! 
 
Ralph S. Watts III 
President 


